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ABSENCE
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...it may make the heart grow fonder,
but it makes the grade go down.
by TIM RYLAND

Jim took the class because it
fulfilled part of his general
education requirement. He wasn't
really interested in it, even though
he was knowledgeable in the
subject, so after appearing in class
with regularity the first three
weeks or so, he quietly faded into
the background. He'd show up for
class once a week, get the
assignments from his friend who
sat next to him, and be there when
the exams were given. He missed
half the classes, but he was only
taking it for the grade. And he did
well enough in that department: a
solid B average on five tests.
So Jim was incredulous and
somewhat disturbed to receive his
final grades and find that the
professor had given him a C- for
the course. He stormed into the
teacher's office and demanded to
know how in the world he had

come up with so low a grade. But
Jim was up the creek without a
paddle; the professor explained
that he considered class
attendance 25% of the grade.
Jim's experience is probably not
typical, for the simple reason that
most professors explain their
grading procedures at the
beginning of the semester. Many
even mention on the syllabus how
important they consider class
participation. With some Jim
could have pulled his B. With
others he might have ended up
with an even lower grade. It's
really all very subjective.
But the rationale behind
requiring attendance is really
quite sound. Students come to
college and enroll in courses
ostensibly to learn something, and
education over long distances
when the student doesn't show up
in class is very unusual. Many
profs feel, therefore, that when
one doesn't bother to come to class,

then one is not fulfilling one's
responsibility.
"I probably don't want to come
to class any more than the students
do," one professor said wryly. "But
this is a educational situation, and
learning can't go on without
classroom interaction between
teacher and pupil. If a grade is
indicative of how much you've
learned as well as how well you've
done, then you can't get a very
good grade without being in class
consistently."
The solution to this problem in
most professors' cases is to set a
maximum number of absences a
student may accrue before his
grade is affected. They realize that
students can't be expected to be in
class every day, so this number of
periods of grace is a more realistic
approach. These range from three
to six times a semester. In a class
that meets between 30 and 40
times, this can be as much as 20% of
class time missed without
academic penalty.
A few teachers, on the other
hand, expect no more of their
pupils than test grades. Often this
is true in general education
courses (such as Logic or Math)
where it is more than likely the
majority of the class is there only
because the course is required.
Professors realize this, and decide

that if a grade is all the students
want, that will be all they are
concerned with also.
There is at least one teacher on
campus that is widely reputed to
care solely about attendance. If
you show up to class every day, you
get the grade, regardless of how
well or how poorly you do. This
reputation may not be justified,
but it's a fact most teachers lean
over backwards to give students
the benefit of the doubt. That's
why there's really no reason to
stay away from class after you've
missed it a few times in a row.
"I get embarrassed," a student
confided, "when I miss class to go
back to it. I'm afraid the teacher
will be mad at me." This reticence
only compounds the problem, and
when the time comes, as it must,
that you must return to class, it's
much harder to do so.
Skipping class occasionally is par
for the course, as long as it doesn't
become a chronic thing. Afterall,
we are here to learn. If you're not
here to do so, maybe you should
reconsider coming to college at all.
Or, as even another alternative,
perhaps you can perfect the art so
many students seemed to have
mastered: the art of having book
and eyes both open, but being fast,
fast asleep.

C

Page 2

November 30, 1978

VISTA

WRITE of WAYi
Foreman Criticized
for Being too Critical
Dear Editor,
This letter is in response
to the "Letter to the
Editor" written by Hennin
Foreman, President of the
BSU, who refers to USD
students as insensitive
towards minorities. Mr.
Foreman, your letter was
insulting to myself as well
as others in such an
intolerably rude, unjust
ified, and prejudiced
manner.
You discuss in your
letter that BSU sponsored
events get a "minimum of
student participation"
because it is felt that the
BSU is "an exclusive
organization for Blacks". In
the first place, the BSU,
Black Student Union, is for
the Black students
attending USD. During my
enrollment at USD I have
never known non-Black
students to join your
organization. Secondly, is it
the students fault that
participation is at a
minimum at BSU
sponsored events? I
sincerely doubt it. You, as
BSU President, should be
blamed for this because if
you cannot make nonBlack students feel
comfortable at a BSU
sponsored event, who can?
Also, how can you expect
non-Black students to come
to BSU-sponsored events
when you advertise
exclusively off-campus?
In the same ignorant
accusation, you remark
that "official support ... is
often haphazard, late in
coming, or given
reluctantly." I cannot
believe you had the nerve
to say that. I, as the
Assistant LARK Manger,
was at your only BSU
sponsored event this
semester. I, as well as
others, worked my butt off
trying to pull-off such an
unorganized event.
You state that BSU
events are not given "the
courtesy of coverage in the
school newspaper". If you
had any knowledge of how
the newspaper is run, or if
you had bothered to find
out, you would have
discovered that the VISTA
will print articles already
written and typed if
received by the deadline.
Are you and the BSU so
special that BSU-sponsored
events can be put in the
VISTA without submitting
an article? Come on!
You continue in your
letter, stating there are no
full-time Black professors
at USD. I sincerely doubt
that the USD adminis
tration is prejudiced
against Black professors as
| well as other minority
professors. Mr. Foreman,
wouldn't you call me
prejudice if I said that I
could not talk to a Black
professor for personal
counseling? Then, aren't
you prejudice by stating
that you cannot talk to a
non-Black professor for

:

personal counseling?
It does matter that your
ancestors were physically
tormented. I, as well as a
millions of other
Americans, are ashamed
and sickened by that era of
our history. But this grim
era occurred over 100 years
ago. Are the non-Black
Americans going to have to
pay for this offense in the
preceding years of the

read the "amusing"
literature of the antiCatholic groups and even
laugh at their fundament
alists blindness.
As for ways to increase
the knowledge of our faith,
I feel only need mention
the Campus Ministry
program which offers
many activities during the
semester. Also, the religion
programs on this campus
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United States? No one alive
today is personally
responsible for the killing
of your ancestors. Are you
going to live in the past? I
realize that we must learn
from the past, but we can
not live in the past.
Of course you left you
"best" remark for the last,
"Right on for University of
San Diego. How the school
represents the principles of
Christianity". The last
thing I can say to you, Mr.
Foreman: if you don't like
it, leave it!
--Teresa O'Neill

Knowledge of Faith
Brings Security
Editor:
In a recent article, Mr.
Korson commented on the
distribution of certain antiCatholic materials. His
outrage was apparent, and
I tend to agree with him
that the distribution of
such materials without
permission of the campus
was wrong. But the fact of
the matter is, most
Catholics are going to face
this kind of anti-Catholic
material sometime in their
life, and the recognition
that many of us are afraid
of that material indicates a
problem in our Christian
community.
The problem seems to be
our own knowledge of
"truth." The more a person
is unsure about his own
beliefs, the more a person
will fear other beliefs that
contradict or attack him.
The response to all antiCatholic materials must
come from a deper
understanding of our own
faith. If we know our faith
well, including the
weaknesses, criticisms, and
problems, then we can

are directly aimed at a
Catholic understanding of
faith. Anyone who does not
grow in faith can only
blame themselves, and
anyone who has a strong
fear reaction to the antiCatholic attitudes should
ask himself if perhaps he
just doesn't know the
foundations of his faith
well enough to be secure.
--James A. DeMarco

VISTA Article
Marred by Misprint
To the Editor:
The November 16 issue
of the VISTA reported the
most recent visit of a group
of people who occasionally
distribute anti-Catholic
literature on the campus.
The article stated that I
had asked University
Security personnel
"politely to escort these
missionaries from campus
grounds should they ever
return."
This is incorrect. I had
neither the desire nor the
authority to make such a
request.
Here are the facts. Some
of the group had partially
obstructed the front
entrance to Immaculata
while our people were
leaving after the Saturday
afternoon Mass. In the
absence of our pastor, and
assuming the group might
return for a repeat
performance after the
Sunday Masses, I asked
Security to be prepared to
tell the people to move
away from the front
entrance to the church. I
did not ask to have them
evicted from the campus. I
regret that your reporter
misunderstood my request.
—Dr. Ray Ryland
Deacon, Immaculata

Individuals Upset
by Korson Misquote
Editor:
Regarding Mr. Korson's
article "USD Invaded by
Crusaders," we as religious
studies majors are appalled
by those statements made
by Dr. Ryland in the name
of the Roman Catholic
Church. We in no way feel
threatened by these so
called crusaders, but
perhaps it is because our
faith may be less weak
than those involved. We
feel that the Roman
Doctrines can, after almost
two-thousand years,
withstand this latest
onslaught of anti-Roman
Christology. While we do
not agree with their tactics
or theology, we agree even
less with the legalistic
position taken by Dr.
Ryland. The administration
and other campus
authorities have the legal
right to regulate access to
the Immaculata. The
administration does not
have the moral right to
police this house of God.
It is our duty as
Christians to spread the
Word of God and reveal
His Spirit to all men. The
primal focus of His Word
and Spirit is revealed
through our community
wherever we meet. If Dr.
Ryland feels these
"crusaders" do not possess
the true Word, then he
should be consumed with
the desire to reveal to
them the Word of God by
the sharing of community.
The isolationist position
of the Church has been the
greatest heresy perpe
trated against Christianity.
For the administration to
close the Church to any
person is a denial of God's
power of mercy. Not only

should the Church not
deny access to any person,
it should vehemenly cry
out its opposition to
administration attempts to
suppress the availability of
the Word. Should the
administration persist in
doing so, the Roman
Catholic Diocese of San
Diego should consider
removing its presence from
the protection of a private
corporation and move to a
location where it may
freely receive all children
of God who are in need of
His Word.
Have we become less
trusting in God to provide
for us that we must now
turn to Caesar for
protection? God knows
each and every one of us.
He provides for all our
needs, for only He truly
knows what those needs
are. As Christ crucified
suffered for us, so must we
rejoice in our suffering
while loving our perse
cutors. We need not seek
this suffering but neither
may we turn against our
Lord when it comes. To
turn to Caesar for
protection is to turn away
from God and embrace our
persecutors.
The Church as the body
of Christ cannot be
threatened by the
"Crusaders". Whether it be
crucifixion or leaflets,
Christians must learn the
power of forgiveness. If St.
Mark is correct and we are
suffering servants, the
"Crusaders" should be the
least of our suffering. We
believe that Dr. Ryland
would not hesitate to lay
down his life for the Word.
But defending one's faith is
not the same as using
secular authority to
persecute one's persecutors.
--William Hems
—James E. Pesta
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Awareness of Spiritual and Physical
Hunger Comes Through Fasting
by DR. DEL SCHNEIDER
Dept. of Religious Studies
A significant event took
place on campus the week
before Thanksgiving when
USD students participated
in a fast that was to remind
them of world hunger. Why
did Fr. Dolan, Sr. Tim and
student members of the
Campus Ministry sponsor
the fast in conjunction with
efforts made by the
American branch of the
Oxford Committee for
Famine Relief (OXFAM, for
short)? For one thing,
fasting makes one think. As
every Muslim knows who
has endured the 30 day fasts
of Ramadan or as every Jew
who has stood resolute
through the long fasts of Yon
Kippur will testify, fasting
purifies the mind. For
another thing, fasting
teaches self-control. If one is
able to go without food for a
day or two and stay on the
"ultimate diet," one is able
better to control the appetite
at other times as well.
Another factor in fasting is
that it places emphasis on
tRe fact that God is Creator
and human kind is depend
ent on Him. We humans are
all as frail as "the wild
flower in the field" (in
Jesus'phrase), here today
gone tomorrow, even
though we put on airs and
pretensions. Fasting helps
us to remember our fraility
and our dependence on God.
Finally, fasting makes us
compassionate. Once a

person knows hunger he
knows how hungry people
feel. If one has fasted during
the year a person is apt to be
more sensitive the next time
he is approached by
someone in need.
There was also another
reason why USD students
fasted. The events of the
previous week were
designed to give us a new
awareness of both the
physical and spiritual
hungers of humanity in the
world. We live in a tragically
divided world. We worship
in a Church that is tragically
divided. This was brought
out on Tuesday of Fast week
when the Lutheran Euch
arist was celebrated on
campus instead of the
Catholic Mass. As everyone
who participated in the
Lutheran Liturgy observed,
Lutherans and Catholics are
so alike in practice and
teaching, and yet so sadly
divided — so divided that the
Eucharistic Meal is not able
to be shared. So we hunger
for the day when the
Church will once again be
one.
We year for that day when
the Church will be complete
and catholic, because larger
issues in the world are
facing us. Statements
concerning the emergence
of "one world" in our time,
or the world as a "global
village" are sometimes
overdrawn or to facile. But
there can be no doubt that
all men are being drawn into
new experiences of inter

Pre-Registration Procedure
Graduates and Seniors
--will pre-register November 30 and December 1 in the "L"
Shaped Lounge, Camino Hall, Room 176 at the following
times:
Thursday, November 30
9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Friday, December 1
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Juniors
—(and any Graduates and Seniors who have not already
done so) will pre-register December 4 and 5 in the "L"
Shaped Lounge, Camino Hall, Room 176 at the following
times:
Monday, December 4
9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 5
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sophomores
—(and any other Graduates, Seniors or Juniors who have
not already done so) will pre-register in the "L" Shaped
Lounge, Camino Hall, Room 176 at the following times:
—(and any other Graduates, Seniors or Juniors who have
not already done so) will pre-register in the "L" Shaped
Lounge, Camino Hall, Room 176 at the following times:
Wednesday, December 6
9:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, December 7
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Freshmen
—will pre-register in the "L" Shaped Lounge, Camino Hall,
Room 176, by preceptor. You must register only at the times
indicated for your preceptor.

CATALOG of COLLEGIATE RESEARCH
Over 10,000 listings! All subjects.
Send NOW for this FREE catalog.
(offer expires Dec. 31,1978)

Send to: COLLEGIATE RESEARCH
P.O. Box 84396, Los Angeles, CA. 90073

relationships by factors such
as the rapid development in
technology and mass media
of communication. We seem
to be living in a day when
previously large disparate
streams of historical
experience are being drawn
into one world history.
There are those who see this
phenomenon as more than
an increase in socio
economic, political or
cultural contacts across the
world. Some see also a
convergence of the histor
ical processes of different
religions with the result of a
sense of participation in
each other's on-going
history. This is in effect to
affirm that all spiritual
traditions (including the
Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist,
Hindu and the others) are
dimensions of each other. At
this point of history
individuals throughout the
world are becoming heir to
the whole spiritual heritage
of mankind. The pressing
need of our time is for
Christians to be so united
that they, too, ^:an begin
seriously to undertake ~~the
task of understanding
people of other faiths.
Christians have never had
the world entirely to
themselves but for centuries
they have acted as if a major
portion of the world had
been given to them
exclusively. As a matter of
fact, "Christendom" or
Europe was only one of the
major independent civiliz
ations of the last thousand
years, with China, India and
Islam as the other great
world civilizations.
There has been almost no
unity among these cultures
until today when their
independence and isolation
is being broken down.
Christpher Dawson in The
Movement of. World Revol
ution writes that when
historians look back upon
our years they may
remember them not for the
release of nuclear power,
the discovery of miracle
drugs, nor the spread of
communism, but as the time
in which all people of the
world first had to take one
another seriously.
Therefore, today we stand
on the threshold of a new
door with regard to the
spiritual insights and
traditions many under
stand. At the threshold of
this door the basic prop
osition to be set forth is that
the spiritual traditions of
man are complementary,
not contradictory. And that
we will n6t fully understand
any of the spiritual
traditions of man until we
understand them all. It is for
this larger understanding
that we hunger. The day is
over when we want to think
our religious thoughts as
religious isolationists. We
want to work out our
theological position and
religious aspirations as
members not only of a
Christian community but of
a world community. If we
can do this, then under
standing of each other will
come, and who will predict
what new theological
insights will come into this
new situation.

K-USD: UP IN THE AIR
Communications atop our hill should be developed
so that it would reach not only residents but
commuters, administrators, faculty, and staff as well.
Communication should be as easily accessible as
flipping a switch and tuning in.
Work has already begun in these directions. The
Radio Club is presently involved in researching the
possibilities of K-USD, a future on-campus radio
station that could be in operation sometime during the
spring.
K-USD was at one time operational in Alcala Park.
In 1952 several pieces of broadcasting equipment were
donated to the Speech Department and K-USD was
begun. The system althat time had a closed circuit type
of set-up. This allowed programs to be piped into the
school's hallways and dining areas. Through constant
use and time, the equipment "faded" and is now no
longer useable.
The time has come to rejuvenate a good idea and
much work has already been done by the thirty-plus
members of the Radio Club. These areas of research
include equipment costs, types of programming, public
service needs of the community, fund-raising and
academic-related posibilities. The groundwork is still
being set for a 100-milliwatt station on the lower
portion of the ^M bandwave, which will cover the area
of USD and possibly portions of the Dogpatch
community.
At this time, the Radio Club invites you to take part
in K-USD Day, planned for December 7th, from 4:30
until 6:30 p.m. It will be held in front of the cafeteria,
between Camino and Founders Hall. The activitiy will
feature lots of music, T-shirt giveaways, wild and crazy
times, as well as an appearance by our famous USD
Torero and Bull! The club would also like to hear how
you feel about the possibilities of the radio station and
the club goals, and asks you to fill out the following
survey and drop it in the boxes provided around
campus. Those interested in joining Radio Clubshould
contact the ASB Office for more information.
-Shawn Jackson and Micki Furr

SURVEY

What do you think of having an on-campus radio station
at USD?
L1
Strongly approve
CH
Mildly approve
•
Indifferent
0
Mildly disapprove
•
Strongly disapprove
2.

By what means would you support K-USD?
Listener
Contributor of program materials (interviews,
music, or other tallents being taped for broadcast
purposes, etc.)
Active member of Radio Club
Can offer past experience to help station (i.e.
engineer, programmer, etc.)
Donator of equipment or monetary help
Other

•
•
•
•

•
•
3.

What type of programs would you like to hear? (check as
many as apply.)
Rock
Soul/disco
Classical
Country western
Easy-listening/"mellow"
Religious
News
Public service (interviews of entertainers
appearing at USD functions, ASB, faculty and
administrative programs of interest
Other

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
4.

Would you be interested in hearing specialized
programming dealing with departmental and/or
administrative projects? (Example: peotry readings,
tapes of French Parlour concerts, etc.)
•
Yes

•

No

During what times of the day would you most likely listen
to K-USD?
Morning
Afternoon
Early Evening (6 p.m. - 10 p.m.)
Late evening/"graveyard" (10 p.m. - 6 p.m.)
Check one that applies: My grade standing is;
LJ
Undergraduate student
O
Graduate student
0
Law student
0
Faculty
•
Administrator
rj
Staff
r-i
Other
Thank you for your cooperation. Please return to the ASB
: Offices, Serra Building, Student Union, or place in the boxes
1 provided around campus.
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Ford Pontificates
in Camino Theater
William F. Ford, senior vice
president and chief economist for
Wells Fargo Bank, will speak at the
University of San Diego's Camino
Theater on Thursday, November
30 at 8:30 p.m.
Ford, who has been with the San
Francisco-based bank since 1975,
has a B.A. in economics from the
University of Texas, Austin, and a
M.A. and Ph.D in economics from
the University of Michigan.
The 42-year old executive will
present his perspectives on the
state of the economies of both
California and the U.S., and cast a
glimpse into what we can expect in
the future.
Prior to joining Wells Fargo,
Ford was the executive director
and chief economist of the
American Bankers Association in
Washington, D.C. He has also
served on the faculties of the
Universities of Michigan and
Virginai, and has been a member
and consultant to the RAND
Corporation.
Ford's speech is $1.50 to the
general public, free to USD
students, and $1 to other students.
For information, call 291-6480,
extension 4296.

k

Stanley Plays LARK Tomorrow Night
Just who is James Lee Stanley,
who plays in concert tomorrow
night, December 1st, in the Lark?
Perhaps an idea of who he is can be
had by reading some of the things
the critics have said about him:
"The show (Karla Bonoff
concert) was stolen by the opening
act of a relative unknown, James
Lee Stanley. He held the attention
of the audience from the
beginning to the end of his set. His
music has a mellow James
Taylorish quality. A solo
performer, Stanley drew
overwhelming applause for his
outrageous monologue as well as
his music."
—The Daily Aztec, San Diego
"His lyrics have a pop feel, he
likes to experiment with unusual
progressions, and he'll occasion
ally punch the phaser button for
some solitary rock and roll. His
strongest asset is a facile voice
which makes easy climbs into
falsetto, glides through his
accostomed tenor, and occasion
ally drops into a full baritone."
—Rocky Mountain News,
Denver, Colorado
"This is only the second time
that there has been enough
enthusiasm for an act to have a
return engagement within the
same year."
—Dan Morgan, Concert Chairman
Brigham Young University
Stanley has played clubs and
colleges across the country, as well
as being the opening act for such
heavyweights as Linda Ronstadt,
America, Stephen Bishop, Chick
Corea, Art Garfunkel, and Elvin
Bishop. This Friday the LARK will
present Stanley in two shows, at 8
p.m. and again at 9:30 p.m. There
will be limited seating, so students
are encouraged to arrive early to
insure themselves a seat for either
show.
Conceived at a Hollywood
Halloween costume party during
that scorching summer of fortysix, James Lee Stanley and his
identical twin were whisked away
to Shelby, Nebraska to avoid
embarrassing questions. There he
and his identical twin participated
in several top secret government

projects having something to do
with B.F. Skinner and his concepts
of behavioral science. James was
chained to a guitar and was only
fed when he could play circles of
fifths. His identical twin D6 (the
six is silent) was involved in the
now famous drone bombs, piloted
by pigeons (and the unfortunate
twin), and was lost over Korea.
Stanley escaped the top secret
experimental laboratory with
three game pigeons, cleverly
disguised as a laundry truck —
three of them were the wheels and
James made a noise like an engine
with his lips. Hiding out in NYC,
he wrote all the Pepsi jingles of the
fifties. Then Andy Warhol took
him under his wing. James is
generally credited with talking
Andy into painting the now
famous Campbell's soup can and
its identical twins.
Looking for his roots (he
suggested the title to Alex Haley),
Stanley headed for Hollywood
during the scorching summer of
sixty-nine, and ran into James
Taylor playing heavy metal rock
and roll in a precursor of the punk
movement. Stanley talked James
into throwing away his electric
guitar and using an acoustic guitar.
Stanley then wrote several blues
classics for John Mayall's blues
breaker, earning him the title of
"honky king of the blues."
Then, having little else to do,
James learned to write songs, play
the piano, the guitar, the banjo,
backgammon, parchesi, the bass,
the 'lectric drums, the field, and it
the way it lays, also evolving a bon
vivance that has earned him the
title of the fastest lips in the west,
for which he received the MBE
and the legion of honor from a
grateful queen.
Spending the remaining years of
his life in a bathtub, he is generally
credited with igniting the French
revolution, inventing the printing
press, teaching Ben Franklin how
to read, write, and fly a kite, and
writing the first two hundred
pages of Poor Richard's Almanac,
and the Book of Genesis in the Old
Testament.
James can be reached by prayer
in the Napa Valley.

Leadership Workshop
Offered Next Semester
We would like to take this
opportunity to tell you about a
leadership workshop that the
Dean of Students staff is putting on
this semester. This workshop was
created for and is meant to help
anyone who has been involved in a
directionless discussion, a flaky
decision, a meaningless project, or
an ambiguous position of
leadership.
Many opportunities have been
built in for practicing skills that
are essential for running efficient
meetings, ways to get your group
motivated, dealing with disagree
ments, improving the quality of
group communications and
discovering your own leadership
style.
The workshop is open to
everyone. Those who may be
particularly interested would be
club members and officers, ASB
representatives, present and
returning RA's, fraternity and
sorority members, or anyone who
would like to run for an ASB office
in the Spring. It will contain 9
super sessions (if we do say so
ourselves) which will be covered
over 9 weeks, beginning February
5 and continuing through April 3.

It will meet on Tuesdays from 3 to
5:00. We felt this was a time which
would accommodate most
students and still not affect
evening activities or classes. It will
meet in the comfortable
surroundings of Serra 300B. One
hour credit will be given.
Sign up in the Dean of Students
Office, 200 Serra Hall or call ext.
4246, before December 12.
—Jeannette Zavacky

Tree-Trimming Party
Planned for Students
The University of San Diego is
planning two holiday events for
Sunday, December 10, 1978.
A Christmas tree-trimming
party for students and their
parents is set for 1 p.m. in the
student cafeteria. Parents are
donating tree ornaments and
Christmas cookies (to be packaged
as study snacks for the students,
who begin final exams on
December 13).
Students are encouraged to
attend. There will be two
animated Christmas movies, "The
Little Drummer Boy" and "Rudolf
the Red-Nosed Reindeer." Both
films are rated G. Help trim the
Christmas tree and enjoy hot
chocolate and popcorn.
At 3:30 p.m., a Christmas Choral
and Madrigal Concert will be
presented in Founder's Chapel.
The USD Choir and Vocal
Ensemble, under the direction of
Father Nicolas Reveles, will
perform music by composers
Hoist, Faure, Poulenc, Victoria, as
well as selections from "Ceremony
of Carols," by Benjamin Britten.
The concert is open to the public
at no charge. For information, call
291-6480, extension 4296.

Running For Your Life
On Thursday, November 30, at
7:30 p.m., Mr. Bob Larsen, Track
Coach at Grossmont College, will
conduct a running clinic in
Salomon Lecture Hall. The clinic
will consist of an informal lecture
and a question and answer session.
The program is open to runners at
all levels with particular emphasis
on the beginner. This past
weekend Grossmont College woq
its seventh straight California
junior college cross-country
championship. Mr. Larsen also
coaches the Jamul Toads, a local
track club which won the AAU
National Cross-Country Champ
ionship in 1976.

CAMPUS NOTES
DISNEYLAND OR BUS: Buses for Disneyland will leave here on
Saturday at 5 p.m. and arrive back at 3 a.m. Tickets are still available in the
AS Office.
CATCH FEVER FREE: The Concert Bureau, in an effort to staff the show
"Beatlefever," is offering free admission to those willing to help. First
come, first serve. Sign up in the Concert Office in C176.
CROSS COUNTRY SKI TRIP: The Rec Department is offering a cross
country ski trip to Flagstaff, Arizona, the last weekend in January. The
$150.00 fee includes transportation, all meals, and lodging. Contact John
Martin at the Sports Center immediately if you are interested.
MANN OH MANN: Movie tickets for the Mann Cinema Theaters in San
Diego are available in the Dean of Students Office. The tickets are only $2
(instead of the usual $3.50) and good for any showing at any Mann Theater.
See Karen Reid for purchases. Only 40 tickets are left, so first come first
serve.
THERE WILL BE A T.G.I.F.

Friday starting at 3 p.m. in the canyon.
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CalPIRG Still Active On Campus
The California Public
Interest Group (CalPIRG)
promotes constructive social
change through a full
program of research,
surveys, public education
and advocacy.
CalPIRG is a student
directed, professionally
staffed, non-profit and non
partisan organization
working to protect the
student, the consumer, the
environment and human
rights. It formulates and
advocates public policies,
giving citizens a concerted
and informed voice in the
decisions that affect their
daily lives. CalPIRG is
financed by students at
USD, USD-LAW, UCSD,
SDSU, by various grants and
by private contributions.
The original idea of a
PIRG came from consumer
advocate Ralph Nader. He
detected a great deal of
potential power in students
because of their traditional
idealism and critical vision

of the society they stand to
inherit. But students action
is often thwarted by the
unresponsiveness of gov
ernmental and industrial
institutions. To provide the
expertise and continuity of
effort that student-based
action often lacks, Nader
developed the PIRG model,
which is now a reality in the
network of PIRG's at the
university, city, state and
national levels.
In 1972, Nader came to
USD to present the students
with a challenge to create a
PIRG. Student activism
prevalent in the 60's and
early 70's spurred the
organization of PIRG's at
USD, UCSD and SDSU, with
success initially centered
around local issues.
However, by 1977 CalPIRG
had emerged as a statewide
organization with local
PIRG's joining together
throughout the state to
create a powerful statewide
voice for public interest.

Forebodings
It is late.
The weary earth surrenders itself
to the night.
The moon waxes,
shedding yellowed shrouds
as she ascends the sky.
Orion stoops to touch the horizon,
lights shimmer like
pinpoint phosphorescence in the
vasty distances.
And I am walking, walking.
I count seventy-six steps
upon the hilly staircase.
A frightful emptiness
rises to my throat this is my reslessness.
I take solace in the dry grasses
that admonish my slow stride,
I lose my pain in the asphalt
silence of the street.
Clutching moments,
I rattle them like dice,
not caring now where they fall.
I am almost accustomed
to these precognitions.
The darkness is turning and I
am caught in its midst.
I ascend ringing stairways,
find doors unlocked,
wander through illumined corridors.
With bare and sterile familiarity
around me I am
more alone.
Why is it the moon
creeps into my conversations?
She, too, is unpredictable.
I pick words from what you said,
selecting and rejecting,
fingering the insinuations
like things lethal.

DON'T BE ANOTHER
VICTIM OF APATHY.
USD-CalPIRG BOARD:
Carolyn Foley, Anita
Gemperle, Frank Pagano,
Mike Sandez.

-tsr

BEATLEFEVER
The Associated Students
Concert Bureau has booked
the show "Beatlefever" for
its first date this year.
"Beatlefever", which will
show December 11th in
Camino Theater, is the offBroadway version of the
original production of
"Beatlemania." It features
original cast members of
that show, including the star
who plays Paul McCartney.
Tickets for USD students
are $4.00, with a limited
number of tickets available.
The show has received great
reviews from campuses
throughout the country.

Earlier this semester RalpR
Nader brought his crusade
once again to USD. He
challenged the students'
purposes in attaining an
education. Was it only to
prepare them for a
particular job field or could
it be much more than that?
Could the university
experience include learning
how to become more
informed citizens and
complementing the exper
ience with practical
application? He encouraged
the students to become
involved while they had the
opportunity.
With the creation of
PIRG's came the realization
that students and citizens
working for social change
would have to be on a parttime basis due to other
obligations. Therefore, to
provide continuity and
expertise, CalPIRG has
hired a full-time staff of
lawyers and professional
researchers. Their services
and community/university
projects are funded by a
small sum that is automat
ically collected at the time of
registration. The fee of $4.00
per year was approved by a
student vote upon creation
of the USD-PIRG. It can be
refunded to those who do
not wish to contribute. The
funding enables the
traditionally unrepre
sented interests of the
consumer and student to be
voiced and acted upon.
Although not extremely
visible on campus, USD's
local board is active and
plans to increase its
visibility. We urge all
interested students to
participate in current
projects such as: an
attorney survey, a housing
conditions survey in Linda
Vista, maintaining the
Certified Farmers' Market
and research on the City of
San Diego's Municipal
Investment Policy in South
America. Upcoming pro
jects are surveys on local
denists, physicians and
banks. Meetings are held
every second and fourth
Tuesday at 12:15 in room 104
of the Nursing Building. For
further questions contact
John Sachs, co-director of
-CalPIRG, at 236-1508.

UNIVERSITY of SAN DIEGO
presents

"BEATLEFEVER"
with cast members from Beatlemania

Dec. 11th MONDAY 1978 8 p.m.
in
CAMINO THEATER
USD
Other Students
General Public

$4.00
$6.00
$7.50

by FRANK ANTONIO

First, before I begin, I'd like to thank all my readers for their
faithful support. I don't think I could be inspired to do this, if it
wasn't for the two of you. OH WELL . ..
After talking with several students, and from personal
experience, it seems Old Town is remembered mostly by its fine
Mexican Restaurants. And some of their not so fine restaurants
won't let you forget your meals either. (The problem usually cures
itself in two days, but stay in your room.)
But seriously folks, even though some of you may envision
Mexican food along with their famous water, (see Jane run, run
Jane run), only the good effects of Mexican hospitality, flair, and
fine food has permeated the OLD TOWN scene..
Before we delve into south of the border delicacies, I want to talk
about Italian food. I'm full blooded Portugese, (what a plug) but I
can still appreciate a good wop meal. (HEY, I'mma justa kidding,
you can calla offa the contracts now.)
If you remember in my last column (Oct. 26), I commented on
t h e t h r e e m a i n shopping areas, o n e of t h e m being Bazaar del
Mundo. It is a beautiful setting with shade trees, walking paths cut
through quaint shops, and adjoining grassy knoll. In this mall is
one of my favorite Italian restuarants; LINO's. The atmosphere
comes complete with red tablecloths and candles, and Chef Lino
pampers your stomach with his chicken and veal specialties. They
also have many of your traditional old favorites, and you may findyourself drooling over an almost endless array of desserts. (Okay,
so you won:t find yourself drooling, but you'll gain ten pounds just
reading the menu.) Lunch is served from 10:00 to 5, dinner 5.00 to
10, with an average cost for two between $4-$10. Their number is
299-7124.
Since we're strolling the grounds of Bazaar del Mundo, next door
to LINO's is another favorite of mine; CASA DE PICO. Just for
fun, they offer margaurita's large enough to swim in, and two
smaller sizes that aren't so small. Here, you have the choice of
eating in an outdoor courtyard, (heated at night), or indoors. If
you're the impatient type, or a stickler for good services, I suggest
going indoors. Outside, you can occasionally wait an hour for a
table and food. But for you romantics, you must try it once, at least
to experience the strolling mariachi muscians. They don't perform
every night though. (It's not easy cooking, washing dishes, busing
tables, then trying to sing too.) They're open daily 10-10, Sat 10-11,
with an average dinner to drain you of $6 to $11. The number there
is 296-3267.
Now here's the best advice I can give you about Mexicanrestaurants, considering quality and price. The AZTEC
RESTAURANTS of Old Town are local favorites. The community
has taken these restaurants into their open arms, and they've been
around ever since I can remember. They're so authentic, the
Mexican government is moving the border to their front door.The
atmosphere is not overpowering, the food is very good, and you'll
not pay over five dollars for their best meal. You have a choice of
twenty-two combinations, five dinners, and a large 'a la carte'.The
AZTEC restaurants are located at 2811 San Diego Ave. (295-2965),
and 2152 San Diego Ave. (295-9514). which is the main drag of
historic OLD TOWN. Both carry different hours, so call to be sure.
Oh, by the way, they don't accept credit cards. (I learned the hard
way. Good thing my date had some cash, or I could have been
recruited as a strolling mariachi.)
For you French and Belgium food enthusiasts, you re in for a
treat. The BELGIUM LION (2304 San Diego Ave.) offers an
intimate old country setting, which slightly resembles a French
auberge. What makes the BELGIUM LION special, is it's all
family. The owners' son and daughter wait at your table, and the
chef is his wife. But WOW!, what a wife. (Oh, get your mind out of
the gutter.) She's a graduate of the prestigious French cooking
school, Le Pot-Aufe, the oldest in Paris. And yes, they offer those
repulsive cooked snails, escargot. UGH! They offer many
traditional selections, and even offer you three choices of mineral
water. They're open Tues.-Sat. 6-10, closed Sunday and Monday.
You can expect to go in the hole between $14 to $18 for two, and the
number there is 295-6151.
The restaurants will be listed by name, specialty and comments,
and average cost for two. They also get my recommendation,
which may or may not be worth anything to you, but I doubt you'll
be disappointed. HAMBURGUESA, (hamburger prepared
twenty-four different ways, along with many omelettes. It's a fun
atmosphere, with outdoor seating, and they are located in Bazaar
d e l Mundo), $4-$8, 295-0584. O L D T O W N M E X I C A N C A F E
& C A N T I N A , (excellent carnitas), $3-$8, 297-4330. R O M A I N E S ,
(Mexican food, with gringo entrees. Lively atmosphere, with live
guitar and sing-a-longs at night. There's a huge bird enclosure,
stocked with a large variety of tropical birds from across the
border.) $3-$12, 295-5111. The LITTLE FISHERMAN, (sea food,
specialty is fishermans' stew, cozy booths), $5-$10, 295-2343.
From food, we go to relaxation (they go hand in hand for me), for
a visit to OLD TOWN isn't complete without spending time in
picturesque PRESIDIO PARK. You can't miss the park, because
the Serra Museum (mission type building that can be viewed from
campus to the southwest hills), rests right in the middle. Right off
Chestnut street, the winding uphill road takes you past the Serra
Cross, and then to the museum. The museum is open Tues-Fri 9-5,
and weekends 12-5. They're closed on Mondays, and the admission
is Free. The surrounding park features rolling hills, big shade
trees, climbing trees for you apes, picnic tables, and a birds-eye
view of West San Diego. Another area of Presidio Park is lesser
known, and that can be reached by going east on Taylor past
(continued on page 6)
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Your Wish May be Granted

by T I M R Y L A N D
Since there is no sports copy this week (the football
season is over, the basketball season hasn't started, and the
entire girl's volleyball team was last seen entering the
men's locker room two weeks ago and hasn't been heard
from since), I've decided to report what I consider the most
important sports story of this week.
INTRAMURAL SEASON ENDS IN CONFUSION
The intramural coed softball season was brought to a
sudden close Saturday in a bench-clearing bruhaha at the
plate, in which the umpire called the catcher out, the
centerfielder a fool, and education at the university level a
sham. The game was forfeited by both teams and will be
donated to an orphanage.
The Mezzo-Sopranos and the Nads, the only two teams in
the league, were battling for their draught of the victory
keg. The Nads, responding to their battlecry of "GO
NADS!" had built a 6-4 lead going into that fateful inning.
All six runs had scored on an inside-the-batter's-box
homerun by the Nads' Chris Harmonica, who came out of
the girl's locker room (where he claimed he was looking for
his bat) to perform the heroics. The game had gone
smoothly, except for a brief pause in the bottom of the third
inning in which both teams got together and burned the
umpire in effigy.
On the play in question, the count was 4 balls and 3 strikes
with the Mezzos up, two on and two out in the bottom of the
seventh. Mezzo's Bev Sills hit a fly to centerfield and the
throw came to the plate. The umpire, who had been
confined to a wheelchair, had positioned himself squarely in
the baseline to get a good look at the play, and was caught in
a massive collision at the plate that involved * all the
infielders, all the outfielders, both benches, and the entire
Viennna Boys' Choir, which happened to be passing by. The
umpire's glasses were knocked off by the impact and it was
then that he made his fateful call.
Harmonica, the Nads' fiery centerfielder, took exception
to being called a fool, approached the umpire with his errant
bat, and made several strong suggestions as to what the
umpire could do with it. The umpire declined, but
Harmonica insisted, and the ambulance arrived twenty
minutes later. The umpire was last seen in University
Hospital with a team of doctors, who claimed they were
looking for a bat.
Gary Begger, alleged intramural director, when reached
for comment, begged to be left alone. "It's not my problem,"
he maintained. "I only schedule the games. Can I help it if
the schedule was kinda screwed up?" He failed to explain
how he could screw up a schedule with only two teams on it.
Members of both teams seemed surly and reluctant to
discuss the event. This reporter hastily left the scene when
Harmonica suggested what I could do with my story. The
only person who would talk about it was the runner at
second at the time, David Thomas Fairy, who said he was
under the impression all season long that he was playing on
a flag football team.
Dr. Author Huge, president of USD, says that reports of
the incident were grossly distorted. "I heard them," Huge
explained, "and everybody's heads and necks were way too
big, and their legs and feet ridiculously small."
Staff Note: The editor, after writing this story, was last
seen in the VISTA room moments before Chris Harmonica
went in and closed the door, claiming he was looking for his
bat. Anyone with information as to our editor's
whereabouts kindly keep it to yourself.
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(continued from page 5)

Chestnut, (the main entrance to the park), toward Hotel Circle
South and Mission Valley. Before you get to a set of lights, you'll see
a tiny inset to the right of parkland, and what appears to be a
private driveway cutting its way uphill on the side of the cliff. (If
you're not lost yet, you will be.) If you drive up this road, you'll find
yourself in a tiny section of the park, and a little more solitude can
be enjoyed. Definitely a nice little seclusion for an informal
kegger.
Well getting back toearth, there is one more interesting sidelight
to the park, an 18 hole three par golf course. It's a family operation,
and great for improving your short game with a couple of
challenging holes. It's also a great place to learn the game and have
some fun. They've got instructors and complete pro shop that will
rent to you clubs for the day $1, and their number is 295-9476. Next
to the golf course is a city recreation center. You'll see it when you
spot the dirt softball field across from the Padre Trail Inn.
Well, I've exhausted my knowledge of OLD TOWN, but there's
definitely more to see and do, but that you'll have to find out for
yourself.
I'd like to hear from you, with questions regarding Old Town, or
anything else about San Diego. If you've done something off
campus, and would like to share the good or bad of it, I'll be happy
to insert it. If there's a group you'd like to get together for camping
or a weekend jaunt anywhere, organize it right here. Just slip your
note or letter under the Vista Office door addressed to me. We're
located in the Student Union next to that funny blue piano.
Next week, we'll take a look at some students' questions
concerning some general survival information, and answers that
you might just like to hear.

by VERN ISMEN
Bach year almost every
student at USD can be
accused of shortchanging
himself. Shortchanging
because the student fails to
take" advantage of the
opportunities for grants,
scholarships, and cake-walk
work-study jobs available
through Serra Room 202.
Last year alone hundreds of
students qualified for the
Basic Opportunity Grants
Program (BEOG) but failed
to receive a nickel because
their applications for
financial aid were incor
rectly filled out. The BEOG
can add from one dollar to
two thousand dollars to your
school budget, and if the
award adds up to more than
your tuition costs (coupled
with your other scholar
ships) the money can be
used for living expenses
(whatever it takes you to get
through the school year) or
non-living expenses (what
ever you're in to).
Most applicants will find
that the scholarship and

grant programs are very
generous to the serious
student. The only pre
requisite for the program
boards is that you fill out
your financial aid papers
correctly. A misplaced
signature, a blank square,
any number of mistakes due
to oversights can cost you
hundreds of dollars in lost
aid.
To help you rifle the
government the following
list details the financial aid
programs available to the
USD student with the
corresponding deadlines.
Student Aid Application for
California (SAAC) - This is
the student's fianancial
status sheet. It is unlikely
any student can receive a
cent in any type of aid
without this application.
The application is for the
student attending the
California college so out of
state students must also fill
out this form.
Deadline - After January 1,
1979 and before February 1,
1979.
Basic Educational Oppor
tunity Grant (BEOG)—This
application is included in the

Competition Begins for Writing Awards
The Samuel Goldwyn
Foundation has announced
its 1979 Writing Awards in
Theater, Film and Tele
vision.
The competition
will again be open to all
regular students of the
University of California
who are enrolled at one of its
campuses for both the Fall
quarter of 1978 and the
Winter quarter of 1979.
Collaborations are accept
able if all collaborators are
qualified to enter the
competition.
First prize is $4,500, with
two second prizes of $1,000
each.
Each submission must be
a full-length dramatic
script, the equivalent of a
three-stage play, a feature
length motion picture, or a
one-hour (minimum)
teleplay. All material must
be orginal, and no adapt
ations will be accepted.
Entries are to be submitted
to the Dean's Office, College
of Fine Arts at UCLA,

located in A-265 Murphy
Hall, during the month of
January, 1979, only.
Preliminary judging will
be done by selected faculty
members. Final decisions
will be made by a distin
guished professional panel.
Past winners of the
prestigious award have
included Francis Ford
Coppola, Collin Higgins and
Noel Black.

SAAC. Simply give extra
attention to Item 83 and you
should have no problems. If
you do have a problem,
rather than lose the money
you should get because of
some dumb-ass mistake take
it to the financial aid office
and have HERBIE or
JOHNIE take care of you.
Deadline - Same as SAAC.
California Grant Program Provides assistance to
students who will be
studying full or part-time in
an academic program of at
least two years.
Deadline - New Applicants:
February 1, 1979.
Renewal Applicants: The
California Student Aid
Commission will send you a
renewal application for your
Cal Grant this spring.
USD Financial Assistance Student must fill out the
forms for the SAAC and the
USD Supplemental Appli
cation for Financial
Assistance.
Deadlines - Freshman
/Transfer students: March
1, 1979, Continuing USD
students: April 1, 1979.
These are the major
programs available to the
student. There is also the
Catholic Leadership Schol
arship, work-study, and
some other lessor programs.
You may find all the
necessary information in
the Financial Aid Office in
Room 202 of Serra Hall. The
definition of financially
needy is debatable so every
student should give at least
the major program a try; if
your not interested in free
money, forget it.

Even Libraries Need Some Friends
The Friends of the
Library have been
organized as a support
group, enabling the James
S. Copley Library to
provide additional mater
ials for students, beyond
that supported by the
Library budget.
Each year now, we
support the Recreational
Reading Program, and we
have also contributed
funds to increase the

Marine Wildlife Adventure
7'/j day cruise from San Diego
Explore Baja's offshore islands
Visit San Ignacio, winter playgrounds
of the California Gray Whale
Available 3 CEUnits Enviornmental
Studies, University of San Diego

January 4, 1979
$550 per person
non-credit
Program Leaders
Dr. Richard Phillips, Coordinator USD
Environmental Studies Program
Dr. Dessie Severson, Chairperson, USD
Department of Biology
For further information contact Dr.
Richard Phillips, 291-6480 ext. 4451

materials available for the
Master's Program in
Religious Education.
Our Hasty Notes featuring designs from
items in our Special
Collection - are available
for sale in the Library. Of
course our yearly Book
Sale, now in its fifth year,
is always successful and a
great source of income for
those "special" items
which Mrs. Holleman may
wish to procure for the
enrichment of the USD
student.
We are pleased this year
to lend our support to the
Library in the recently
merged Inner-City Schools
now known as Our Lady's
School. The Principal,
Richard Scherrer, and his
wife Lynn are Alumni of
USD, which makes this
extra special.

NOTICE
To whom it may concern:
I am now incarcerated at
the Federal Prison at
Butner, North Carolina,
and I am seeking
correspondence with any
student that would like to
establish a pen pal
relationship, if possible. My
address is as follows:
Jimmy Reachard
P.O. Box 96990 State Unit
Butner, NC 27509
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New PR Writer Finds Niche at USD—
by TIM RYLAND

students. I remember when I was
active on campus, I learned a lot
from people who took the time to
help, and not do it in a
condescending way. You've got to
make your own mistakes, and
hang yourself a couple of times,
but as long as you're learning, it's
important to do these things.
Because that's what college is all
about. But if I can influence these
students by offering my help,
that's the kind of influence I want.

Bill Ritter is the news and
publications writer in the Public
Relations department at USD. The
creation of Bill's post has been long
overdue. "I don't see how Sara
Finn handled both her job and the
newswriting aspect of PR work,"
Ritter, 28, confides. "I find my job
alone is a full-time occupation."
Bill comes to USD with an
impressive background in
journalism and community
services. A student at SDSU from
1968-1972, he majored in
Accounting and Economics, and
went to work as a reporter for a
now-defunct local newspaper.
Since then he has worked in
various jobs ranging from graphic
artist to press secretary for Tom
Hayden's San Diego U.S. Senate
campaign in 1976 to community
services for a local drug counseling
agency. Herewith is a brief
interview with USD's newest
administrator.
VISTA: Is news writingyour sole
function in Public Relations?
RITTER: Public Relations is a
pretty broad field, and although
my primary function is as news
writer, I think what they wanted
was for someone to come in with a
fresh approach, look at the campus
and see what's happening, and see
where news can be generated.
There's alot of news on campus,
and, unfortunately, we can't
always spend all the time we want
on all stories. But I think part of
my function is to seek out news, as
well as write up what story ideas
are brought to us.
VISTA: How would you compare
the student body as a whole, as far
as interest and reaction to what is
happening on campus and in
society itself, to when you were
going to school, and is the
comparison favorable?
RITTER: When I was going to
school, students were quite active,
myself included, and there were
issues the students felt were
bigger, or more important, than
getting a job or individual wealth.
The social issues played a greater
role in students' lives. I think today
students are more individually
oriented, trying to improve their
careers and what not. But I think
it's a normal reaction to the
conditions outside the university
that dictate that they be more
concerned about these things. And
USD students are no different
than their peers at other schools
across the country. But I hope that,
given the social factors that
influence this shift in concern, we
don't lose sight of the larger issues,
and the problems facing society.
It's not the fault of the individual
students, though. It's just a shift in
emphasis throughout society.
VISTA: Do you see a swing back
to involvement?
RITTER: There's no question
these things go in a cyclical
manner, the pendulum effect. I
think that sooner or later the
emphasis will swing back to more
involvement and concern with
larger social issues, and I hope that
students will be at the forefront of
that movement.
VISTA: What do you think of the
quality of education here?
RITTER: I've been enormously
impressed with what I've seen in
three months here — the function
of the school is to educate the
students to the best of its ability,
and USD does the job. The faculty
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BILL RITTER
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"I feel the university is doing a lot for the
community and this is the sort of thing that
turns me on."

VISTA: What do you, as the
youngest and newest administra
tor, think of USD's adminis
tration?
RITTER: This is not a ballooned
administration. I've been
impressed with how bareboned it
is. We don't have a lot of
administrators -- they put their
time into faculty and development
programs. I think that's good. Dr.
Hughes is really the man who
makes it all work. He is a great
man -- so cool, so calm, and he's got
alot upstairs.
VISTA: Why do you feel your
work in public relations is
important?
RITTER: Well, one of the main
reasons I took this job is that I feel
the university is doing a lot for the
community, and this is the sort of
thing that turns me on. I'm
involved in community activities- such as CalPIRG -- and I tend to
get excited by those avenues of
community services I see on USD.
We have a special education that
trains teachers how to deal with
disabled people; we have a law
school that has eighteen legal
clinics providing legal services to
people who otherwise couldn't
afford them; we have nurses who
drive sixty miles each way out to
rural areas, go to families who
didn't even know health services
existed, and provide those services
for them. These are the kind of
things I like to see, and why I'm
happy to be working here at USD.

seem top-notch, and it's
stimulating for me personally,
after working as a reporter for so
long, to come back to a college
environment where everyone is
basically an intellectual. They're
getting paid to use their brains,
and that's what they're doing.

RITTER: I don't know how much
influence I have. I don't know if
I'm even looking for that. But I
think you're bound to influence
the people with whom you come in
contact, and if that can be a
positive influence, great. I do
enjoy working with involved

VISTA: Are there any directions
you think the university should be
taking as far as academics go?
RITTER: I'm not involved in
policy, and I can't say in what
direction USD should be moving. I
think the people who make those
decisions are making the right
ones, bases on what they know.
Personally, I'd like to see some.
courses in journalism offered. It
would help students become
better writers. And with the new
Media Center, I'd like to see some
students trained in using media
equipment. But I'm not sure that's
a direction the university should
be taking. Still, I would like to see
more emphasis on writing, and
teaching basic reporting skills.
The question really is: is it the
professor's responsibility, at the
college level, to start teaching
students how to write? I don't
think now's the time to start
learning how to write. To be quite
frank, you're paying a lotof money
just to learn basic writing skills.
You've a tuition that's one of the
highest in the area — not that it's
not well worth it — but if you're
paying $95 a unit to learn how to
write, I don't know if that's the
best function of this university.

'Goin' South' Leaves 'Em Laughing

VISTA: Do you see yourself
getting into any other areas than
writing here; perhaps exerting
your influence in different aspects
of the school?

by TOM KORSON
To the most casual observer, it
would appear the Jack Nicholson's
new movie, Goin' South, is
nothing more than a simpleminded western comedy, and the
more critical viewers would
almost certainly share this
opinion. The fact is, Goin' South is
a simple-minded western comedy;
but it is also a very funny movie.
The title comes from the old line
about looking at the rear end of a
horse goin' south- which is the first
thing we see on the screen. This
sets a cavalier tone which is
consistent throughout the movie.
The plot revolves principally
around its two main characters, a
demure, wholesome gentlewom
an, and a bawdy, hard-luck
desperado. As the horse-thieving
Henry Moon, Nicholson is saved
from the gallows under a town
ordinance whereby a spinster
chooses him for a husband. Mary
Steenburgen is the young lady
who saves him, but not out of
charity nor ardor. She needs Moon
to help dig the gold on her
property. The digging is hastened
to stay ahead of the railroad that's
passing through.
Together, they work the mine in
search of a gold strike which will
enable them to go to Philadelphia

and leave behind their paltry
existence Their ensuing romance
is often clumsy, which provides
some of the movie's lighter
moments. Once married to Moon,
she finds it more and more
difficult to keep his hands on a
shovel and off herself.
Nicholson, who also directed the
movie, was careful never to let the .
camera stray far from his own
face, tending to over-emphasize
his own leading role. But this slight
flaw is overcompensated by the
engaging deviltry of his character.
As Nicholson's relunctant wife,
Steenburgen lends considerable
charm to the film, which would
certainly be the less if not for her
performance. The eccentric Moon
and the mild characterization of
Steenburgen complement one
another nicely.
Fans of Saturday Night's John
Belushi will appreciate his
characterization of an obese
Mexican deputy. Although a
minor role, Belushi's portrayal is
creditable, and further promotes
himself as one of the most versatile
actors of today.
If comedy or westerns suit your
tastes, this movie is a real treat.
Goin' South should leave its
viewers laughing long afterward.
Goin'South: Rated PG
Starring: Jack Nicholson, Mary
Steenburgen, John Belushi.
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Disneyland
Private Party
Sponsored by NVJCC •

ADVENTURE
TOURS
Ltd.
presents

The Champagne Shuttle
to
Big Bear Ski Resorts
FEATURING

Snow Valley
Snow Summit
Gold Mine

ROUND-TRIP
BUS RIDE!
only 75C

Round trip transportation
Round Trip Transportation
Complimentary Refreshments

$15.00
ALL FOR JUST ONE PRICE

$575

^^PER PERSON

TICKETS AVAILABLE Saturday, Dec. 2 • 8 pm-1 am
Admission to Disneyland and Unlimited Use ot All
IN A S. OFFICE
Attractions Including Dancing • Entertainment • Bands
(shooting galleries excepted)

^^Children 2 years
and under free!

• Shows • Free Parking

Every weekend beginning
November 25
For reservations and info
call 275-3941 or 276-0169

When it comes to student services.
Bank of America
offers a complete course.
If you're looking for the bank that can do the most for you, you'll
be impressed with our credentials.
We offer a complete range of student banking services: College
Plan® Checking, a wide variety of Savings Plans, and if you qualify,
Student BankAmericard® Visafs Instant Cash overdraft
protection, educational loans and more.
We also offer Consumer Information Reports to provide you
with the kind of straight-to-the-point facts you need to know about
banking. Including, "A Guide to Checks and Checking!' "How to

Establish Credit!' "Ways to Finance an Education',' "Rights and
Responsibilities: Age 18!' and more. You can pick them up free at
our branches.
You see, we figure the more you know about banking, the
more you're going to want to bank with the bank that can do you
the most good, both in school and after.
Quite a few Califomians think that's us. If you look over all we
have to offer, we think you'll agree.

Depend on us. Mote California college students do.
BANK OF AMERICA

(

